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Marmers’ Union, Newell Fowler of 
home te his family was ee appeal before the St. Francis! ment of Justice a number of cases | [f |Memphis and C. A. Stanfield of 
cepted and his whereahouts made; band fs. busily engaged in collect | | | 
Deputy Sheriff Lawrence ive -of Affidavits On every possible viola: | | Nolden and J. M. Reese pat 
and ‘Prosecuting Attorney A. M. tion of Federal law are being | — lof flogging eotten 
Bradford of St. Francis County) member ian St. Francis and taken by attorneys for the Union. WILLIE. SUE BLAGDEN choppers’ strike. Reverend Claude 
Ware nearby sections be present i court | Especial aitention is being given Williams, Vice President of. the 
signed by ‘sovernor Fuirell of on the day Dave. Bensen goes _to to the cases involving. iuter- a —-}i American Federation of Teaehers, xf 
Arkansas to return the fugitive to trial, Members of the Southern| ference with the United Staies} who was also flogged, was unable. 
A Tenant Warmers’ Union are de-| SPANISH WORKERS | to file suit in United States Camm 
Workers Defense termined thai’there shall be no} J. R. Butler, President of ane las he fs @ resident of Arkansas. 
Officiais: of the Union notified | disturbances. ad were wit-| Union, in a statement BATTLE FASCISTS | he others lived in either Tennes- 
the. Workers, Datenss nessed heré at the time of the Memphis. said, the nited see or Missixsippl, 
Chicago, Attorneys were sent to “Kangaroo” trial of Dave Benson, States Courts & poor w Nite man's | 
Springfield, the state capital, and) ne 5th. when the. lawyer who|oF Negro’s testimony is supposed) most bloody war-in | story | 
was granted ihe appeared for Benson and his driv-|to be +s good as any vither per- “The Asking $5,000 actual and $10,000 
case. Bradford and Rhea re- er, a former Union official were| Any ubion member cal | puriiive damages, each person 4 
turned to Arkansas in trae to par- mobbed by plenters and officers to testify hefor the Fe der: i! | named in their suits the planters ay! 
ticipate in the mobbing of Cray and visitors jailed. | Courts must he guaranteed -pro-j , and beases who are guilty of as- 
Bast ana D. M. Moody, Little Rock The sence of large nutobers | tection of the Ualted States stad | sulting them, | A 
courage any such denion strations, any of ottr memopers Of bined ‘into the popular front 
rest, City, but they failed to-bring | ir sufficiest’ mate pressure is | families as result of such testi) succeeded in. electing all of poked up om the streets of 
Bennctt back. shown & handpicked jury of piant- | mony, the Southern Tenant Parta | hee officials es | Harte by Dr, Watson, Dulaney, 
The hearing was held on July Ors won't so readily .conviet s-Union is going to know tac} {| Magness and Garbam and. carried 
14th, with L. Mitchell, Union ane Jandowning your nearby cotton gin and there 
Secretary and Claude Williams, | talists, tae rich who Were still bosten with clubs the size of ax 
flogging victim, present to testify control of the army revolted. It | handles, This followed the break- 
on behalf of Sam Bennett. Brad- © a war ofthe rich against the up of the picket: jine neer 
ford also returned for the hearing. March of Time Film | i is OF | Garle earlier in the day when J, 
flanters Lawyer Testifies | A sKed, | fowns are one Mi. Reese, 60-year-old white Union 
Miterell and Williams gave their ; member, was accorded similar 
testumony of the recent terror and Sh oO ws Uni ? on Strike | teil et dally. The loyaliat worrers | treatment and riven unti! sun- 
rule in Eastern Arkansas. heroically, to leave state. 
and A. Braaford, planters’ | | the Men, Ste 
lawyer, untactfully boasted of the Millions of people who hevs find oui about Kill of | ae firing Jim Werms Stil Missing | 
exploits of his fellow mobsters. never Seen sharecroppers or beard Frank Weems. Gardner Jackson,,; The whoie world ts inredts ned | tbe others beaten by the 
Some of his interesting statements | of the Southern ‘Tenant Farmers! former AAA official, is shown tell- . with .war.” France, one of the | same gang of floggers was Frank 
went into the record and no doubt | Union are new seeing in the mov- ling how tenants were cheated by | countries with a governm et goat Weems who was left for dead in a 
were, influential in obtaining the |ing pictures all over the nation | the landlords of AAA benefit ‘lar to the Workers Government tn | fini His body disappeared, and 
release of Bernet. « “King Cotton's Slaves.” This pic- | checks when he was in the De- | Spain, syropathizes with the gove | if Spite of ‘statements by Howard 
Governor Horner refused to send | ture shows in a fuir and exc! ting | partinent of Agric ulture in Wach- | ernment.” Germany and Italy, the | Curlin, Crittenden County Sheriff, 
Sam Bennet back to Arkansas, } way union meetings, being ad: | ington, and how he and others | stro anes s of bloody fasciaim, are | nearly wIxty days ago that Weems 
and was quoted as saying that he dressed’ by leaders of the Union | were* fired because they tried to | Su ieee ‘ Bacon sleet American | would be produced in 48 hours, 
was freeing the man because of; such as W. J. Blackstone, .A. D.! carry out program justly. | Labor Unians are raising 1.910.000) of him has been found. 
possible il treatmen: he would ra- | Emersor and others. It shuws the | Governor ¥ utrell gives a short dollars to send the Spagivsh works | Local Union members believe that 
ceive in the Arkansas courts. eviction of a large group of union speech in which he denounces! ers to helm them defea F'as- : oe body of Weems was. thrown 
To the Chicego Workers De-{tamilies and marching of the jong’ union leaders fer Pe gent a nearoy river or take, 
fense League, Mine Lydia Lidell, | vieket tine in the recent cotton | ‘agitator and says tha! ther ig | send was reported dead, and 
Secretary, its able aitorneys, Al- ick kers strike as re-enacted by! na peonage in .irkansas | ¥ to de- union beucers planned a 
bert Goldman: Meyer Myer and| people of St. Francis and Cross| While we do not entirely ayree funeral. Rev, Clande Wil- 
—¢ others go the thanks of the thou- | Counties who were in the criginal’ with the conclusions reached by! We teas soon the bo had bandied other 
sands of embers of the Southern | Tinion Marches,” grateful ta the the workers was asked te, 
Tenart Farmers’ Union. These: There is a good pictyre of the March. of Time for io they wth win torror-? of arrangements. The 
friends aroused hundreds of nlanters urmed with clubs and TOW, and is hetter that m. any | lisa ppeared. Rev Wil- 
out America who thru protests over the country side trying to. wave sifiinitied to slow starvation | | went ware Out 
petitions, letters interviews, preveht the union men.trom strik- | | or not Frank Weems was 
saved Sam Bennet from being re- | ing. Scenes are shown fegturing Milttons of American workers | stall alive, a hey were met en one 
turned to face lynching or slow Rev. Claud Williams ‘and Willie | seeing it, and becoming trong of the main streets of Barle by 
death on an Arkansas prison Sue Blagdeén who were beaten up. friends ot the Southern Tenant | JOIN” TAS SOUTHERN _ 
farm. : jnear Karle when they attempted | Farmers Union. | | ‘Continued on Fage 2) 


OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE SOUTHERN TENANT FA RMERS’ UNION 


SAM BENNETT FREE! 
ILLINOIS GOVERNOR 
STOPS EXTRADITION 


‘Aug. 20th, 
Governor 


springfield, Ti. 


the Southern Tenant Farmers’ 
Henry Horner announced his re- || fields,,as an effort on part of |} Union and its hundreds of thou- 
fusal to authorize extradition to |] Planters and the Chamber of |; sands of friends and supporters PLANTERS NAMED BY VICTIMS 
Arkansas of Sam Bennett, 52- Commerce to beat down wages besarte the nation have finally | 3 ie Bray a | 
whose return te St. Francis Coun- able where fait prices prevail, ment and the Roosevelt adminis-  Segedeeen hse «Sees 
7 had been demanded - the |) the telegram stated. | I tration to take some definite AC: | ARGS | were filed here on August 29, in 
state of Arkansas. ee tion to protect the rights of share- | Sass ‘the Eastern District Court of the 

Bennet had been charged: : croppers, tenants | 


assault with intent to k 


sought refuge with relatives 
when Shafer threatened his iife. 
One of Bennet’s. ietters back 


kil] 


FLASH! 


| The Southern Tenant Farm- 
ers’ Union, in @ telegram to | 
Washington protested the 
‘hreat to force relief workers 
On WPA projects into Arkan- 
sas . and Mississippi cotton 


U.S. PROBES 


Constant protests on the part of 


and other farm) 
labor in Eastern Arkansas. | 


NEW BENSON 


recent strike and was “Kanga. | 
-rooed” in the Court of Justice of 
the Peace McCutcheon at Forrest | 
City,,is scheduled to be tried on| bands of officials of the Depart-| | 


EARLE FLOGGERS 


COURT 


United States against “Boss” John 


ing an argument with J. K. Shafer, The Federal Grand Jury will | Barham, Ernest Richards, Farl ; 
plantation owner near Widener, | ‘TRIAL SEPT. 44 itake up possible violations of 

Ark. Shafer attempted to force | | United States laws when it meets Tommie Thompson, Crittendem Se 

Bennet to return to the fields | He te Little Rock, Arkansas, Septem- ‘County’ planters and riding 

while the recent cotton choppers’ lbher 21. Mr. George P. Jones, spe- bosses, who are being sued for 

oe wee ane souuniaiePeiincdos All ance of America, who w in cial prosecutor, has been appoint- their participation in the recent Sh 
union member, refused to scab, | led to prosecute violators of the floggings in Karle Arie on June 
and fléd to: Chicago’ where’ he. y his organization to aid in the | | 


nevs for the Southern Tenant 


Dulaney, Dr. H. Watson, L. . 


The suits were filed by Attor> 
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PHE SHARECROPPERS’ 


© OFFICE 
NMOTES 


| 
MITCHELL 
“OTTON piching’is now in 
full swing thrueut union ter- 
ritory. Reports coming mto the 
office state that. the lowest price 
being offered is seventy-five cents 
per hundred, the highest one doi- 
jar per hundred, Most oi our peo- 
ple feel that in as much.as cotton 
is worth over 12c per pound, pick- 
-ing should be, $1.00 per hundred or: 
over. 
The that a 
fair aud reasonable price be paid 
thruout its territory. We want to 
know what is being paid im your 
community. Loca's shoutc have 
the Wage and Contratt Commit- 
‘ toes look into this and report to 
headquarters by ietter what is be- 
ing offered, and what the mem- 
bers of the Union consider they 
should be paid. 
‘No strikes of pickers 
should be undertaken by any local 
until authorized to do so. Mem- 
bers of the Unibn, much less the 


Waiuon is concerned 


cotton 


bAntidch, Arkansas, where a meet- 
ing was held to set up the Cross, 


-ing the necessity for active county 


members enjoving fried fish at 


County Central Council. 
Mr. J. R. Butler, National Pres- 
ident of the Union, spoke, stress- 


organizations. Due to-the small 
pumber of locals represented, 4@ 
temporary council was elected to 
hold office until another meeting 


manent council will be set up. 


PLANTERS 
SUED 


(‘Continued from Faye 1) 


were hadly injured. . 


August ist over 300 union 


is held on Sept. 16th when a per- 


their asscilants and taken out to 
Highway 75 and there beaten with |", 
a wide leather harness strap. Both | j7%/¢s"4 


ry 


All of the planters named as 


{| cotton off the spindles. Then the 
| cotton is:blown by means of a fan 
age to a large sack hanging on one 
Side of the machine, which holds 
“*Jabout two hundred pounds. As 
soon as this sack is full, it is 
Be. dropped and another empty one 
put in it place. The picker is 
pulled by a tractor, which also 


ONAL |} COUNTY CENTRAL cotton, they come’to a set of 
NATION COUNCIL SET UP | “stripper bars,” which take the . 


for turning the spindles. 


9000 Lbs. In 7% Hours 


The hest record that the picker 
has ever made is 8000 pounds of 
seed cotton in 7% hours. How- 
ever, as there will be numerous 
tests this year, this record may 
be broken. The. present model 
picks only ove row at a time, but 
y possible to double 
output by a. a two row 
achine, 
It is obvious that a machine like 
this can cause a lot of suffering 
in the South. The dispossessed 
| and disinherited of the South are 
very fortunate in having two men 

like John and Mack Rust,--who 


floggers have denied participating 


union officials, do not want strikes 
that are unnecessary. We all know 
that a strike is a bitter struggle 
betWeen two cidasses, and entails 
hardship and suffering on our 
part and a loss of profit to thé 
owners and bosses. We _ prefer 
arbitration of wage disputes, but 
the planter class seems incapable 
of forming any otganization which 
might function in civilized so- 
ciety.. Their only answer to our 
former pleas for arbitration of 
disputes hus been mob ruie. 

The Usion stands for and 
order, andkstakes its future on the 
justice of its cause, however, we 
ean, and will demonstrate our 
power by striking as a laM resort. 


Law 


Pay Your bues 


One of the weakest links in the 
chain of Union organization isgits 
lack of financ:al support by the 
members. We have a tremendous 
organization, and one that. is 
growing fast. Over 30,900: share- 
croppers, tenanis and other tarm 
laborers are now enrolled in the 
Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union. 
this large number only an aver- 
age of °2600 members were dues 
payers during the period of the 
first six months of 1936 (hased on | 
3c per month per capita tax paid 
inte. national office). Conditions 
over which our people have no 
contro! have made des payments 
almost impossible: even tho they 
are only 10c per month. 


Crops Good 
The crops in this section are 
exceptionally good this year (ex- 
cept in Oklahoma’, and with the 


let-up on the restriction of cotton 
4acreage our people should have 


more than they 
for the past ‘wo years, 


indication the price of cotton will 


have had 


he, 12c ane above. 
“All of sur local, county. and 
state officials should inouuediately 


start a campaign fo collect 
for one year in 
each .member 

should be 


~manth 


amounts | 


advance 
until the full amount i 
paid, Given sutficient money upon 
which to operste 
Tenant Farmers’ 
become powe feree 

We will become at 
force when wé, as. ar organiza’: 
tion, are able to stan? 


Lire 


pend on outside aid 


spiracy, 


neys have been working on the 
ease for some time and are sure 


in the flogging, but Union attor- | 


of their men. Others may be 
named later as evidence develops 
on these and other cases. All per- 


sons having knowledge of these 


and°similar cases 


got 


are requested to 
in touch with the Union ar- 
torneys, as other suits for eon- 
ete., may be instituted. 


crisis that arises. 


“rom all: 


We are asking 
every member and every local to 


give attention to .this important 
Union business at once. 


Defense Committee 

should see to it that 
three of their most capable mem- 
bers are elected as a Defense 


Each loeal: 


Committee and see that this Com- 


mittee functions.’ One of these 


members should be defense secre- 
tary, and his duty will be to at- 


tend to correspondence concern- 
ing legal matters, etc. Members 
of the local having legal questions 
should see this “committee and 
place their cases before it, giving 
all. information, documents, let- 
ters, etc., so that the cases ‘can. 
be thoroly investigated and the 
material sent into headquarters 
where lawvers can examine the 
case. Suits to protect the rights 


of our people will be filed in ev- 


ery clear-cut case involving an in- 
justice. A group of lawyer’ has 
already been retained to handle 
legal defense matters. The Gen- 
eral Counsel for the Southern 
Tenant Farmers’ Union is Judge 
A. B. Pittman, noted Memphis at- 
torney who served for, 30 years as 
au judge in Tennessee. 


rl are greatly concerned with the 
possible misery that the picker 


Rust Brothers 
Cotton 


|i may create. They intend to use 
|as miuch as possible of their reve- 

| nue to help; the people that are 
|| thrown out of work by their ma- 
, chine. But more’important, they 
want to use some of thee money 


P i ick er {to make this world a better place 


been 


on just one type of cotton-picker. 
And there are.many types of cot- 
ton pickers. 

Cotton picking has ceaciia been 
done by hand, because thit was 
the cheapest way. All the ma- 
chines that were invented .were 
inore costly to own and run than 
hand labor. One of the main rea- 


practical cotton picker was the 
low wages paid to tenant farmers; 
withSabor so cheap there was not 
much reason to find another way 

“pick cotton. (This is also true 
of other parts of the world like 
India and China. Labor is’ 
cheap, 50 there is very little iabor- 
Sav niachine ry.) 


Two Kinds of Pickers 


There are two, main toes of 
mechanical cotten pickers: 
claw. type and the revolving spin- 
dle type. 
claw type, just a mechanical 


the 


For many years-inventors have | 
trying to make a mechanical 
cotton picker that really works. 
Ever since cotton became the big 
Southern crop, many kinds of cot- 
toh-pickers have been tried’ out 
and have failed. Just to show. how 
much: time and trouble has been 
put in on it, there are nearly a 
hundred patents already granted 


sons for the failure to make a 


dirt 


the 
The first of these, the 


hand, which picks the cotton like 


ps for the workers to live in. Un- 
on them, while others are smooth. employment today is caused by 
On all of these machines there are | the way,machines are owned and_ 
several hundred or « thousand or, 'U"; they are run for profit, and 
more spindles on a spindle belt or | NOt to establish the best possibie— 
drum. Some of these spindles hit | living for the people of this coun- 
the cotton while others may not. try. 

They are placed so close together The most important thing that 
that almost all the cotton gets the machine will do is to take ** 
touched by: one or the other of back-breaking toil out of co n- 
the spindles. 

When one of these spindles 
tovehes an open boll of cotton, 
the turning spindle wraps up the 
cotton on it. To test this your- 
self, take a stiff piece of wire 
and wet it with your tongue. Then 
take a boll of seed cotton and lay 
the spindie on it. Then turn the 
wire and watch if wrap tp the 
cotton around itself. 


to break down the plantation 
system, which has for too long a 
time made the South a place of 
rich crops, and hungry people. 
With the breakdown of the plan- 
tation, we will come much closer 
to realizing that the only hope 
for the 
worker, whether black or white, 
whether a sharecropper or not, is 
to combine with the workers in 
the mills, mines, and factories, and 
fight for that plentiful life which 
he deserves. 


Does Not Harm Plant 


Now the first thing that every- 
hody wants to know is whether 
the spindle kind of cotton picker 
hurts the pliant or the leaves or]. 
the boils which are not open yet.: 
It doesn’t hurt. any of these, for 
a reason that is not hard to un- 
derstand. Have you ever seen a 
‘Caterpillar tractor going along the 
road? If you have, you have 
!.oticed that the tracks don't tear 
‘up the road, because the tractor 
lays the track down and then 
rojis over it while the track stays 
in the same piace on the ground. 


REVOLT 
among the 


SHARE-. 


supplies power for ‘the fan and - 


picking. By doing so, it will help _ 


Southern agricultural 


Again, the need to make this 


planned to assess each inember 
$1.00 for legal defense. If this is 


paid work oF 


Southern | 
inion can really | 


powerful | 


UpOn Out, | from 
own feet and do not bave to de- | 


in “every | suit 


done thruout the Union, then suf-" 
ficient money will be raised: is se- 
eure justice and ‘to throw fear 
inte the hearts of the 
‘doers. 

AN such funds collected should 


Sibe sent into the Treasury of the 
Ke ‘central Defense Committee, Box 


Memphis, Tenn. 


ce abor College for the pamplilet 
which 
are 
Cur needs, 


i ticles 


| 


| 


human hand. The cotton is 


taken to the sack by suction. A 
service really useful is money. A! pickcr of this,type is no advantage 
number of the locals have already | over 


hand picking, because it 
takes about as much time to put 
the mechanical hand or claw on 


the cotton boli as it does_to pick : machine 
it with a human hand. Besides, | 


it usually takes a mule or a couple | 


of men to pull.the machine. When 


‘the cost of the machine is added, 


We are indebted to Brook wood 


this and tuture ar- 
taken and revised to! them. 


it is easy to see why the claw 
type’ is almost useless, 
much more than hand picking. 
The must Cotten Picker is of 
the second type, the revolving 
spindle type. This kind of cot- 
ton picker has a number of spin- 
dies from four to eight inches 
long that wrap the cotton up on 
Some machines have rough 


spindles with grooves or: spirals 


The Rust picker has a hig belt 
about two and a half: feet tall, 


with spindles sticking out from} 


the belt. It is just like a cater- 
pillar tractor turned on its side, 
with the track going around the 
instead of over and 


This belt goes back at the same 
speed as the machine goes for- 
ward, so the. spindles do not rake 


costing 


Rust cotton picker there are 1344 
spindies, The plant goes through 
a groove in the front of the ma- 


these spindles, On the other side 
of the spindle belt there are some 
rubber strips which moisten the 
spindles, and: also a roughener 


— keeps the spindles from 


: getting too slick. 


through the cotton at all. In the 


chine, and comes in contact with” 


CROPPERS 


HOWARD KESTER. 


50 CENTS A COPY 


ORDER FROM 
Sharecroppers’ 
Voice- 


& 


BOX 52 iS 


MEMPHIS, TENN. 
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SEPT. 


‘NEWCASTLE HAS 
UNION MEETING 


On August 29 hundreds of peo- 
ple attended a big rally at New- 
castle, Ark., on the very spot 
where Gov. ‘Futrell’s National 
Guerdsmen set up their machine 


guns during the cotton choppers’ 
strike. 


The rally was addressed by J. 


R. Butler, Union President, Rev. 


_Karle, Ark. floggers, Myles 


is a visitor in 


Ciaude Williams, victim of the 
Hor- 
ton, Director of Highiander Folk 
School and Rev. Joseph Novak of 
Baltimore, Maryland. Rev. Nevak 
this section, and 
has heen doing garizational 
work for John L. Lewis’ Cominit- 
tee for Industria! Orga 
the steel mills of 
Barbecued fish and other good 
things to eat were free to all. The 
gathering wus arranged by a com- 
mittee under the- chairmanship. of 
Tony Petersen of Ed Hill Local. 


nization in 
the East. 


A. F. OF L. SUSPENDS 
{,000,000 MEMBERS 


Ten labor union 
the 


affiliated with 
American Federation of La- 


bor. were suspended by tne recent 


session of the Federation's Fixecu- 
tive Council. 
up the Committer 
Organization which is headed by 
Jonn L. Lewis, president of the 
United Mine Workers cf Amevica. 

The membership in these unions 
constitute of the mem- 
vbership in the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, having over a na.!- 
lin embers. Mine Workers 
an 
half’ million. 

They were 
their hele? organiza- 
tion In other werds they beheve 
that ali workers in the 


one-third 


‘The 


suspended due to 
in industria! 


same 
dustry should be Hong | Lo one. great 
union. The ovpositien group, 
-raft unionists, helievs 
ers in same 
be organized 


into 


These Unions make 
for Industrial 


become 


sin Oklahoma Cotimty 
the. 
‘hat work- | 
shoud 
located, We 


of: 


= 
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DROUGHT-—Day after day the\-crops blasted by the 


weuther report has been “fair 
and warmer,” through the West 
and Midwest, and the land has 
parched and dry with 


; 
4 


Whose farm has oved 
by. drought, duct 
seeking @ New 


sun. 
Ok aby 


‘ 


s a family from 


and. &Yfosion, 


Here San Fernando Valley, Cal. 

thap 
crated from 19 droveht State: 
io California alcne, 


> 
rhs es at 
‘ 
* 
‘ 
. 
‘ 
« 
< 
* 
* > 
. 
¢ 
4 
ena 


More | 


2° son have er i- 


OKLAHOMA 
NOTES 


Ry ODIS L.SWEEDEN 


_front as a 
counties. 


dict that 


i 


i spent 


“tuic Secretary, Okla. S. T. vi. 
The Oklahoma. “36,000 member- 

ship drive” is in full swing. The 

nearer we approach the deadline | 


‘ye harder the field force works 


1 


quarters. 


— 


model organized 
The white workers 
_kecoming interested, and we pre- 
before the first of the 
year Wagoner County will be or- 
1006, 


an« colored cers 


AIC 


zect 


wurk together ur harmony. - 
Drew Morton, State 
few at 


He was 


state 


here to attend 


that White | 
i 

unite amd | 
President. 


| 


| unmarked grave or at the bot- 


| the rally at Hanes. 
We are tightening up our batiue!l- 
yees and gathering nev, recrums.,; 
wooden shoes go ur the Jadderc! barbecue and pow wow In Oc-) 
while you hear the steady thud of | oper af which time ~— nations 
nolished boots descending. |-secrelary Of the 
W are hein ganized be expect ted amoke the nNeace 


my rother 
This is the 
state Canital is 


Urge: ef Luther. 


where ine 


Want to go from there 


» Lyon Con We have confi- 
uUnIONS aceordicg” to the type o 
Genes that Uoger can do. 
| the work. A few more months of 
The C. O. is now engaged 


an eampaign to or- 
vanize the half million workers in| 
the steel plants of America. 


UNION ORGANIZED 
MISSOURI 


Fourteen new locals. of the 
Southern Tenant Farmers’ 


have been organized in Miscuri 


recently. Nearly every night 
trucks loaded with Union men. 
bers and organizers niake some 


schoolhouse and set 
local. 

C. Kirkpatrick,' former 
UMWA member, is one of the 
most active organizers in the state. 
John Allen and John Handcox, 
well known union organizers, have 
been setting up locals in the state 
for sore. tinve. 


up a new 


10,000 STRIKE . 
MEXICO 


Chealuila State, Mexi- 
--10,000 workers on cotton pian- 
in Coshuila and Du: ‘ADLO | 
states 


material there 


iJ. 


tiie next 


in Wagoner County, 
struck August 10 for in-|ther the organization of agricu!- 


work by loyal 


tlahoms and the Seuthern Ten- 


members of: 


wipe with the Indienas and 


the: 


froin the 


stomp dance. 
All members of the union who 
! 

are, a the drouth ares of Okla- 


and who have not rece ived 

their drouth application or) 
cannot eget one, get 
touch with the state headay 
We have a drouth retief pro-' 
grag. which we hope to get over. | 


Mut Farmers’ Union will ebe or- 
panded in every community of 
bis state, We ‘will prove to the, 
world taat.the sharecroppers, ten- 
ant farmers, farm hands, of alli 


reces Can organize together, 


work out their problems, 


Kually Held 


Down in Southeast Oxlahoma 


Doon Brown 
digging in, 


They expect. to put 


ORinhoma on. the 


Wi 


There is 
and they cert 
need a live T'nbon. 

The all-day raliy heic 
by the Wagoner County 
U. was a bugée 


a 


ainly 


Succeas from every 
angle. Some “00 people, white and | 
colored, attended. Several! ‘able 


speakers were present,- including 
Butler, Natioual President, 


Jobn. Derry, organizer; Edwin 
Mitchell of the National Office. 
busines of the County | 


and to fur- 


creased wages and guaranteed em- itural workers. 


ployment thruout the entire ‘year. 


The strike was calied us plan‘ Ors | Purcell and Bob Winstead, Wag- 
| oner County is fasu « 


prepared for the pick: ng chs 


Under the leadership of Rev. 


thin 


“ing on Ls 
plenty i 


and | 


speaking 


and: Drew Morton are 


With the 
Lo 


ehor of 
take 


and “hot air” to ge 


somet bing besicte 
yolitics thru 
the winter. 
counties and floras are 
working on thes. 

Rev. W. M. Stepheas 
of Mi 
McIntosh counttes 
him 


‘Tnere will be 


sever ni Gorge’ 


when he is in your vicinity. 
all-day 


sher 


it-Siick, Creek County, Ox«ta. The 


ok County 


lready | 
making 


and 
Be sure te hear. 


Central Council will | 


Crops i} 4 


~ 


Win 


be set up on this occasion. Creek | 


at Hanes 


gressive 


Central Counci! wes held Bnd 
steps taken ts further the fight 
for the franchise, fo secure more 
representation on the WPA work 

for the starting of a road project 


ja few 


has the reputation 

county, and under the 

teadership of such able leaders as 
Rev. McGoon and John 
will no doubt show the Sputhwest 

The State Executive Committee 
will also meet at this time 


UNIGN PICNIC 


A—_pienic—ard two-day 
Ark.. Aug. “3rd, and 24th 

‘Union members fram Jt rao! 


ra’ herea t'Cle- 
year of ‘Unionisn 
Leon. Turner, 
‘ary of Jefferson Coun- | 
ty. headed the’ 


hrate the first 
mth 


County 


COUTTS 
Cjent secre 


Arrangements 


coming to the | Committee. 


of being a pro-| 


Denny, | 


things about organization. . 


WHERE IS 
FRANK WEEMS? 


Sheriff Howard Curtin says 
he knows that Frank Wernus is 
alive. Uf he knows this, then 
why doesn’t) he say. where 
Weems it? Why doesn’t 
he produc e Wrank Weers? 

ix Sheriff. Curlin tying? In 


Frank 


alrondy in an 


fon: of the St. Prancis River* 
Or is Sheriff Curlin. waiting 
branuk Weems reco. ers 
ici ous beating he got 
the before ore- 
ducing him? 


WHERE ts FRANK WEEMS, 
SHERKINE CURLIN? 


i} 
| 
| 


ORGANIZERS HAVE 
NARROW ESCAPE 


Two organizers for the South- 
ern Tenant Farniers’ Union hed 


& narrow escape from severe 
injury or death a short time 
nga when they were fired ona 


hy unknown 

Thes were 
dirt road whem th 
from: the 
cars ordered them to 
inewing the treatuce it that 
they could expect. the union 
men quitkivy kneit ou the cun- 
ving. hoard behind 


ana! 


dsiving 


$s 


it. Two men parked | 


tie fenders 
Man god ame 
fron: the 
parked « ars, who Quickly drove 
off. The. car driveu hy the 
let hedes in the windebicl’. 
The of 


shots with the men 


that county 


nlong 


= 


JOIN SOUTHERN 


Crops in West Texas about one- 


half. There is plenty of {dle labor 
‘to pick all the cautton haere, False 
reports and wilful misrepresenta- 
tion has been made in the past 
to bring workers ‘from the outside 
in order to beat down wages. 
Workers coming in will have to 


depend on uncertain relief in or- 
i der to live. Do not believe reports 


where our locala ‘are 


| of good crops in this section of 
Texas. -J. A. Freeland, Secretary 


POST TEXAS 
Enclose copy of Dallas News 


giving crop report for Texas, you ‘, 
will see that cotton will be con: 
Spicueus by its lacking. 
| days 


aged we had every prospect 


| for a bale to acre crop, now we 
will be fortunate to get a bale to 


acres. -Fred Mathews Secre- 


tary, Lynn County. 


J 


MUSKOGEER, OKLA, 


The situation in Oklahoma is 
‘errible, everything. burned up, the 
water is drying up, and our peo- 
ple are in one 
Conditions are worve than Texas 
or Arkansas. The Union is grow- 
ing fast. We are going to be in a 
position to take some action when 


they start evicting people and 


foreclosing mortgages. We have | 


neen able to start some govern- 
ment retief, delivering commodi- 


Ses to tenants and sharecroppers 


We forced them to set a higher 
wage scale for farm laborer. The 
Drouth Relief Agensy is. putting 
out  leafleta telling the people 
orginized 
‘hat the- government intends ‘do- 


ing Something. Ww are also mak-— 


two. 


ng demands for relief. Odia 


sweeden Oklahoma State Secre- 
tary.--Forrest City, Ark. 
Crops have been hit hard by the 


Jrouth, in the bottoms they are at 
least a third short. [In the hile 
has lost. one-half or mors 


N Sybert, County Organizer. 


TRUMAN, ARK. 


isn* as good 


peared to be sometirr« 


AR it 
ago 
picking are 


rices 
for cotton 


‘per pounds on Lne 
called. government farins to $1.00 


‘per hundred 


bani 125-1455 pts. on. 


on others. We need 
leaflets scattered 


J.J. Lynn, Caunis 


some strike 
round oere,— 


4 
- 


promised thet such things |; 
pen aguin. In sf of the sher- |) i-inch middling 12.95: basis 40 
promise. tonmever, it is re- pts. 

ported’ that the planters have 
thr atened Pi /S2-toch midd@ling 13.10, basis 
plac. why ro ngs are ps. OF 


middling 14.150°1440: 


TENANT FARMERS’ UNION basis 200-225 pts. on 
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|, THIS COCK-EYED WORLD 


.By ADAM COALDIGGER, 
in The American Giiardian, August 22, 1936 


This is truly the land of boundless opportunity, Just 
when it looked like -our farmers were going to the dogs, 
along comes that blessed drouth and raises farm prices to 
ithe 1926. level, which has been the dream of the Triple-A. 
/Of course all farmers don’t benefit from the blessed drouth. 
Those who have nothing to sell claim the drouth didn't help 
them at all, while the farmers who must buy food, feed and 
fodder even. claim that high farm — are hurting them. 
Can you beat if? 

On the whole, however, the drouth was.a good thing. 
According to government reperts, it increased the total farm 
income for the first six months of 19386 fifty per cent over | 
the corresponding peried of another period. The trouble, 
| with the drouth hke with most good that it 

: ~f o far cnough. [tf cut the wheat crop in half, cut the corn 
A POLITICAL GESTURE , ioe to nothing and did a first class job eliminating pas- 
After two years of bitter opposition to the organization! tures, all of which helped animal husbandry, but it scarcely 
of shareeroppers and ‘oiher labor in Arkansas, Gover-| touched cotton. 
nor Jc Mation Futrell piously announced early in August) ‘in Oklahoma, western Arkansas. and northwestern 
that he intende rT to devote the remaining days of his term in! Texas the cotton crop has be&n satisfactorily reduced. But 
office seeking a solution to the. problems of the sharec rop-jin the “other sections there 1s serious danger of a buinper 
pers. | cotton crop. The same hot weather that shriveled cotton in 

‘The first step will be the calling of a pr climinary com-| parts of the southwest also and unfortunately put the kibosh 
“mission together, and later a south- wide conference, fo con-' on the boll weevil, which is the most effective cotton fimita- 

duct an inquiry into the tenant proble m. In his first state-|tien agency known to science. There is still a chance for . 
ment the Governor sitted he was going to give representa the army wornl lo get in its deadly blessing. But unless this 
iion to sharecroppers on his commission. beneficial pest shows up in the next week or two, the cotton 


Under present conditions with 
industry operated on a large scale, 
and land being worked by non- 
owners in tracts of hundreds and 
even thousands of acres, farm 
workers as well industrial 
workers are helpless in dealing 
with an employer. Most of us 
whether we are sharecroppers, 
tenants or farm laborers working 
for wages, own nothing but our 
labor power. Such workers are 
powerless and are forced to ac- 
cept whatever conditions or wages. 
are offered us. Wages and terms © 
of contracts may be lowered at 
the owners’ will, especially since _ 
there are millions of unemployed 
people to take our places. The 
result is to drive down further 
the already too low standards of 
living. The owner of the land 
or industry may select his work-. 
ers from the many who roam the 
streets and highways searching 
for a job, and he can forcé them | 
to acecpt whatever conditions 
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Offieials of the Southern Tenant Farmers’ U nion called! couutry will be cursed with another bumper crop. It’s too 


his blaff by fornially requesting the i er of union'bad, too, for if the destruction of half of the farm crops 
representatives on the comunission. In lettet 


Buller, the Governor flativ refused to atlow representation | tainly would have boosted farm: income 100%. 


lo sbarecropi Ts and other faim: Tabor. What this great and intelligent nation needs is n: ation: 1 
On Augu- 1 86th the Hst of neople appointed to eel cont planning. A government commission should be created for 


mission was re leased. Vive planters, seven lawyers 
etweritv-six other politic al friends of the Governor 
named. NO SH AREC ROPPERS WERE INCLUDED. 


ond! ‘the breeding and domestication of corn borers, chinch bugs, 
were hessian flies, boll weevils, army worms and cattle ticks. 


to Pre sident |r aised farm tncome 50, the destruction of all cTOpS sae 


One| Then whenever a locality is menaced by over- bountifuiness, | 


wages he may offer. 

Long experience has taught 
workers in industry that only by 
combining their strength into 
unions can they meet their em- 
ployers on more equal terms. 
Farm workers, sharecrappers and 
tenants are just beginning to 
learn this. Only thru organiza- 


tion of ynions can they raise 
wages, shorten hours and have 
some measure of control over con- 
ditions under which they Jahor. 
abor unions are therefore a ne- 
| cessity under conditions we face 
today. They are the agencies by 
which workers in industry or agri- : 


person who was formerly conaecicd with the Southern Ten-' these critters could be turned loose on it. As yet. no method: 
ant Farmers’ Union was asked to serve on the beard. C. T.|has been found for bottling burricanes, hailstorms, cloud-) 
Carpenter, former Union attorney, whose home was raided, bursts and burning winds, so that whenever a certain sec- 

by night riders mm W935 as a result of his handling a number tion of the country is endangered by an over-pr oduction ot; 
of cases for the Union, in no sense represents the Union on! good things to eat and wear, we could let them ese — lo 
‘this commission. where they could do the most good... 
‘The ‘first meeting of this ; sroup is scheduled to be held There is another great idea I have ko my head. Ac cord- 
‘in Hot Springs, Arkansas, Health Resort, September 2ist, the;ing to statistics, there are only six milliou_farmers” in this 


culture can protect ther 
same day that the Federal Grand Jury convenes in Little! country confronted by eleven million unemployed. pe 
Rak to investigate + violation of the law tn Eastern Ar kansas ; the farmers need is less farm products and higher prices. | Se 


Counties by planters. 

Union officials challenged the sincerity of the Governor's 
desire to aid shareeroppers from the first announcement. 
All intelligent observers muust see that this belated move on 
the part of the Governor of Arkansas is merely a political. 
gesture in an election year and is being forced by higher- 
ups. 

Union feaders have met with no response to their chal- 

lenge to the Governor to demonstrate his sincerity by acting 


on the following issucs: At the instruction of the United States Attorney Gen- 
: i. Force. lacal officers to either produce F rank Weems, ‘eral, the Federal Grand Jury m Little Rock is to “Investi- | 
Union man reported beaten to death on the picket line near gate” violations of Federal law in Eastern Arkansas. An’ 
Earle, or admit that the planters murdered him. outside prosecutor who is supposed to have no connections | 
2.. Bring to justice those persons guilty of flogging with the planter ring and bourbon politicians is being sent! competition with the large ‘scale 
Willie Sue Blagden, Rev. © Jdaude W iliams, J. M. Reese, Eliza) down to handle the investigation. (farm operator. It is only a mat- 
Nolden and numerous other. : To all appearances the United States Government is) ter of time until such small own- 
Proieet Or rs and leaders of the Southern Ten- going to take some: action in behalf of the disinherited and! ers that are left join, the ranks of 
ant Farmers’ Unien im their right to spread the Unton with- exploite ‘d members of the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union. ine landless Therefore moat. of 
out constant interference by plante rs and officials. necnand {t has been pointed out that this investigation has politi-! us. under. the present order of © 
4. Restore law and order in Kastern Arkansas counties.! eal implications. Senator Joe T. the administra-| things, are doomed to. out 


_ ition’s “Man Friday,” has just been re-elected to serve 
other six years. 


;owners. A few .workers become 
independent busines men or pro- 
fessional workers, a few share- 
|croppers, tenants and farm la- 
borers also become lindowners. 
‘The numbers in both cases are 
growing smaller each year. The 
means of acquiring land and be- 
coming independent farmers are 
closing to all. In fact the small 
owner with a burden of debt on 
his 40 acres and mule is in most 
cases as bad off as the .andless 
worker, he cannot expect to meet 


What the unemployed need is work at good wages. Well ! 
sithen, why not Jet the farmers raise all they cat raise, then | 
vive the unemployed. jobs destr oying it at union wages. In: 
this way the farmers get top prices for whatever is left and 
the unemployed eara enough to pay. the price. 


WASHINGTON INVESTIGATES 


ORGANIZING THE YOUTH 


The union inembers of Poinsett Gounty are making 
iifat the union will Jast bevond their time. 
This has become clear in the announcement of a me yst 


an-' lives where we aré today, toiling 
Arkansas is safe for the Democratic party, Hin the fields day in and day. out. 


but this is not so of other states having a large labor vote.! Rach worker who belongs to the 
| Many of the Labor Unions are pledged to support Roosevelt, union helps himself and all others 


SUre lin 1936. | Of his class; each one who fails to 
The eyes of, pryanized labor are on Eastern Arkansas, | join injures not only himself but 


4\as Wiis “deanahatentan ‘Dy the support and solidarity shown | helps to réduce the living stan- 
unportant happening: charter has hee sranted to, the striking members-of the Southern Tenant Farmers’ | dards ot all workers. 
Young Workers Local No. | near Truman. Young boys aul 


iU nion. Labor knows that the workers in the cotton fields | 
girls from 14 to 18 years of age make up the members, anc (of Eastern Arkansas, have been constantly denied their| 


they will soon learn from their own experience just what. rights as American citizens because they dared organize a 
the union means fo them in getting a decent living for them-| 7 nion. 


selves and their brothers and sisters. ‘They pay one half of| wel- 


the regular dues stamps. ‘come this Federal Grand Jury investigation if it is on the the strength of our labor organi- 
We believe that the worst mistake that the Southern | jeyel, We are reserving our judgment, and we warn the} zations. From this point of view, 


Tenant Farmers Union could make is to keep away from the | politic ans, “Don’t attempt to make political capital out of; jabor unions are more than or- 
young folks, Too often we think of the union as a “grown | ‘huinan mjsery.” ‘ A coat of whitewash applied this time and, |ganizetions set up by workers to 
man’s job,” forgetting thal the boys and girls of today Are | every working man in American shal! know u and Know | protect the interests of the group 

who will have fo arrey out the job that we 


the ones . have 'the reason why. 'to which they belong. They are 
sturted, ‘they ones who will get the most agencies striving for a fuller 


in the new world that we are bu ilding for the disinhe riled | ‘and richer life for all of the peo- 
4 THE UNLON!- 
Will they) 


sharecropper, ple. Labor unions are the means 
demanding ana receiving. TENANT FARMERS’ UNION. 


Since the overwhelming majer- 
ity of people work for a living, 
the standard of living thruout 
America, and indeed thruout the 
world, is largely determined by 


build it wp to a powerful voice, 


The union wili be in thei hands tomorrow, thru which the ideal of democracy 
justice for tie and the landless? 


4 


in every-day life are expressed; 
Or will they let it: | Box 5215, Memphis, Tenn. — ‘ they are the organs for securing 
oe was di Just beenuse WE did not take thein: into union: Please tell me how I can join the ey a | social justice, they are the agen- 
Our song savs that we are like a “tree Standing by the! 
waiter,” but remember that-a tree iS only as as E. | 
young branches. If the union is to, grow, we have got to! ) ae |JOIN THE SOUTHERN 
start jnany more branches like Trimann, AL DRESS 


| TENANT FARMERS’ UNION | 
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